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the secular canons of St. "Wei-burgh's, Chester,
and establish in their place a body of monks
from the abbey of Bee. Accordingly he sent
to Anselm, then abbot of Bee, who spoke of
iim as an old friend, asking him to come and
help him, and his request was supported by
other nobles. Anselm refused to visit Eng-
land at that time [see under ANSELM], and
the earl fell sick, and sent him another mes-
sage urging him to come for the good of his
souL After a third message Anselm came,
and helped the earl, who was then recovered,
in his work. Hugh rebuilt the church in
conjunction with his countess, endowed the
monastery, and made Anselm's chaplain the
first abbot. When Henry's fortunes mended
in 1094; Hugh was again one of his chief sup-
porters, and received from him the castle of
St. James on theBeuvronin the south of the
Avranchin, of which he had previously been
constable, as his father had been before him.
On 31 Oct. he was summoned by Rufus to
accompany Henry to Eu, where the king then
was ; they, however, sailed to England, and
remained in London over Christmas. During
his absence in Normandy the Welsh rebelled;
they invaded and wasted Cheshire, took the
earl's towns, and destroyedhis castle in Angle-
sey. During the wars of the next three years
North Wales, with which the earl must have
been most concerned, remained unsubdued.
In January 1096 he was at the king's court
at Salisbury, where he advised that William
of Eu, who had been defeated in judicial
combat, should be mutilated, for William had
married the earl's sister and had been un-
faithful to her. In 1098 he joined Hugh of
Montgomery [q. v.], earl of Shrewsbury, in an
invasion of Anglesey; they bribed the Norse
pirates from Ireland, who were in alliance
with the Welsh, to help them to enter the
island, rebuilt the castle of Aberlleiniog,
slaughtered large numbers, and mutilated
their captives. An old priest named Cenred,
who had given counsel to the Welsh, was
dragged out of church, and after he had suf-
fered other mutilations his tongue was cut
out. More than a century and a half later
it was commonly believed that the Earl of
Chester (or perhaps his fellow-earl) kennelled
Ms hounds for a night in the church of St.
Tyfrydog, and the next morning found them
sll mad. WTien the fleet of Magnus Barefoot,
Mng of Norway, appeared off the island, the
earls led a large force to prevent the North-
men from landing. The Earl of Shrewsbury
was slain, and Magnus made peace with the
Earl of Chester, declaring that he meant no
harm to England, and had come to take
possession of the islands which belonged to
Mm. Hugh completed the conquest of Angle-

sey and subdued the larger part of North
Wales. He was in Normandy when he heard
of the death of Eufus in 1100 j he crossed at
once to England and was one of the principal
councillors of Henry. The next year he fell
sick, assumed the Benedictine habit at St.
Werburgh's, and three days afterwards died
on 27 July. His body was first buried in the
cemetery of the abbey, and was afterwards
removed by his nephew E,anulf, earl of Ches-
ter, called le Meschin (d. 1129 ?}, into the
chapter-house. The report that his remains
were discovered in 1724 seems doubtful (OE-
MEKOD, i. 218).
By his wife Erinentrude he had one son,
Richard, who succeeded him, receiving in-
vestiture of the earldom about 1107. Richard, j
who was handsome, loyal, and amiable, rnar-f
ried Matilda, daughter of Stephen, count of I
Blois, by Adela, daughter of the Conqueror, \
and while still a young man was drowned
withhis wife when the White Ship foundered
on 27 Nov. 1119.   Also probably by his wife
Hugh had a daughter named Giva, who
married Geoffrey Kidell, lord of Wittering,
Northamptonshire, one of Henry's justices,
and after her husband was drowned in the
White Ship founded the Benedictine priory
of Can well,  Staffordshire  (Monasticon, iv.
104j TAI^TBK, Notitia, p. 496),
Of his illegitimate children, Eobert be-
came a monk of St, Evroul's, and was in
1100 wrongfully made abbot of St. Ed-
mund's, whence he was removed by Anselno/s
authority (OEDEKIC, pp. 602, 783; LIEBEK-
MANN, Annals of St. Edmund's, p. 130; ST.
ANSELM, JEpp. iv. 14), and Othere was tutor
to the sons of Henry I and was drowned 133,*
the White Ship.
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